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I have experience in analysing local politics and the dynamics of property. In 
particular, I investigate how socio-legal conflicts over citizenship and land feed into 
state formation processes. Field experience is gained from Niger, Ghana, Burkina 
Faso, Mali, Senegal, Laos and Indonesia. I directed the ProCit research programme 
from 2012-16, and I am currently directing the ERC Advanced Grant, Rule and 
Rupture 2016-20. 
 
I have supervised some 35 PhD students and Postdocs since 2000, at London School 
of Economics, and the universities of Uppsala, Leuven, Louvain-la-Neuve, Zürich, 
Roskilde and Copenhagen. I have research council experience as member and 
chairman of the Social Science Research Council in Denmark.  

   
Education 1989 M.Sc. International Development Studies/Geography, Roskilde 

University 
 

 1996 Ph.D. International Development Studies, Roskilde University, 
1996. 
 

   
Employment 2012 Professor in Development, Resource Management, and 

Governance,  
University of Copenhagen (Head of Global Development 
Section) 
 

 2004-2012 Professor, International Development Studies, Roskilde 
University  
 

 2003-2011 Director of the Graduate School of International Development 
Studies, Roskilde University  

 1999-2004 Associate Professor, International Development Studies, 
Roskilde University  
 

 1995-1999 Research Fellow, International Development Studies, Roskilde 
University  
 

   
Professional 
activities 

2012- Visiting Professor, Van Vollenhoven Institute, University of 
Leiden  
 

 2008-2009 Visiting Professor, Department of Environmental Science, Policy 
and Management, UC Berkeley  
 

 2005- Visiting Fellow at London School of Economics, Department of 
Economic History  
 

 2002- Visiting Senior Researcher, Centre for Development Research, 
Copenhagen  
 

 2001- Visiting Lecturer at École des Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales, Marseille  
 



   
Teaching 
activities the last 5 
years 

Period Course name  BSc/MSc/PhD, 
ECTS 

Respo
nsible 
(Y/N) 

 2013-2016 7 different PhD courses PhD Y 
 2013-2016 7 different PhD courses PhD N 
 2015-17 Global Politics MSc, 7.5 ECTS Y 
 2015-17 Topics in Development studies MSc, 7.5 ECTS Y 

 

PUBLICATIONS AND GRANTS 

Selected publications (maximum of 10 publications) 

1. Predatory peace. Dispossession at Aceh’s oil palm frontier.’ (forthcoming Journal of Peasant Studies) 
 

2. Reconfiguring frontier spaces: The territoriality of resource control.’  (co-authored with M.B. Rasmussen) 
Forthcoming in World Development 

 
3. Indirect Recognition. Frontiers and territorialization around Mount Halimun-Salak National Park, Indonesia.’ 

(co-authored with N.F. Rachman). Forthcoming in World Development 
 

4. Rule and rupture. State formation through the production of property and citizenship’. Development and 
Change 47(6), 2016. Pp 1199-1228 

 
5. Occupied! Property, citizenship, and land in rural Java.’ (co-authored with N.F. Rachman). Development and 

Change 47(6), 2016. Pp. 1316-37 
 

6. In a state of slum. Governance in an informal urban settlement in Ghana’ (co-authored with P. Stacey). Journal 
of Modern African Studies 54(4), 2016. Pp 591-615 
 

7. On Track. Spontaneous privatization of public urban land in Bandung, Indonesia.’ (co-authored with A. 
Nurman). South East Asia Research 24(1), 2016. Pp. 41-60 

 
8. Of what is this a case? Analytical movements in qualitative social science research’. Human Organization 

73(3), 2014. Pp. 224-34  
 

9. The ethics of fruitful misunderstanding.’ Journal of Research Practice 10(2), 2014. 
 

10. Propriété et citoyenneté. Dynamiques de reconnaissance dans l’Afrique des villes.’ Politique Africaine no. 132, 
2013. Pp. 5-25 

 
Grants (maximum of 5 grants)  

State Formation Through the Local Production of Property and Citizenship (Local State) ERC-Advanced Grant: ADG-
2014 - Proposal n° 662770. 18.500.000 DKR (2,5 mio €), 2015. PI 
 
ProCit – Fragmented Sovereignty (2012-15) Research. Unit: FSE No: 11-104613. DKK 8.237.378, 2012. PI 
 
Quantitative performance indices in Scopus 

Scientific peer-reviewed papers: 36 

H-index: 15 

 


